BELIZE

DOGS ACT
CHAPTER 153

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under theauthority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
DOGSACT 4

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



BELIZE

DOGS ACT
CHAPTER 153

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under the authority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
DOGSACT 4

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



Dogs

[CAP.153 3

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

CHAPTER 153
DOGS
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
Shorttitle.
I nterpretation.
Penalty for keeping adog in atownwithout alicence.
Feesand chargesand formof licence.
Register of licencesto bekept.
Licensing badgesto beissued when dogislicensed.
Replacement of licencesor badgeslost or destroyed.
Proof of licence.
Pendlty for failing to producelicence.
Power to seizedogsin certain cases.
Disposal of dogswhich have been seized.
Disposal of dogsdetainedinapound.
Establishment of dog pounds.

Power of magistrateto order destruction of dogs.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

Printed by the Government Printer,

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

REVISED EDITION 2000



4 CAP. 153] Dogs

15. Provisionfor expenses.

16. Disposal of money received for licencesandfines.
17. Prohibition on alowing dogsto beat large.

18. Poisoning of dogsfound at large.

19. Provisionsfor prevention of the spread of rabies.

SCHEDULE

Ch, 131, CHAPTER 153

RL.,1958.

CAP 115,

RE., 1980-1990. DOGS

25 of 1960.

400f 1963. [1st October, 1914]

Shorttitle. 1 ThisAct may becited asthe DogsAct.

Interpretation. 2.-(1) InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-
“dog catcher” means a person authorised by alicensing authority to seize
dogs,
“dog licence” means alicence to keep adog or dogsin atown issued in
accordance withthe provisionsof thisAct by thelicensing authority for that
town;
“town” meansany of thefollowing towns, cities, villagesor communities:
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Dogs [CAP.153 s

@ BdizeCity, the City of Belmopan, Coroza Town, OrangeWalk
Town, Dangriga, San Ignacio and SantaElena, and Punta
Gorda;

(b) Bengue Vigjo del Carmen, and San Pedro;
(© Caye Caulker, and St. George's Caye; and

(d) any other placewhichthe Minister may, fromtimetotime, by
Order published inthe Gazette, declareto beatown for the
purposeof thisAct;

“licensing authority” means, inthe case of Belize City, theBelize City Council;
San Pedro, the San Pedro Town Council; Caye Caulker, the Caye Caulker
Village Council; St. George's Caye, the St. Georges Caye Community Coun-
cil; Belmopan, the Belmopan City Council, and in the case of any other town,
the Town Council responsiblefor administering that town;

“Minister” meansthe Minister responsiblefor Local Government.

(2) Forthepurposesof thisAct, any personinwhose custody, charge, or
possession, or upon whose premisesany dog isfound or seen shall bedeemed
to keep and to be the owner of that dog, unlessthe contrary isproved.

3.-(1) Except wherenodoglicenceisrequired, every personwho keepsa  Penalty for
dog intownwithout being licensed for that purpose or who kegpsinany town  keepingadogin
more dogsthan the number heislicensed to keep shall beliableon summary ~ &toWn withouta

convictionto afine not exceeding ten dollarsfor each period of seven days, or licence.
part of such period, during which he has so kept any dog.
(20 Nodoglicencesnal berequired-
@ for any personto keep adoginatownif hehasnot kept adog
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6 CAP. 153] Dogs

inthat town for morethan forty days, whether consecutive or
not, in the preceding twelve months; or

(b) inrespect of adog under the age of six months:

Provided that the burden of proving that adog licenceisnot required shall
lieonthe person aleging thesame.

Fees and charges 4, @ Thelicensing authority, subject to theapprova of theMinis-
ﬁ”ogr‘:g;m of ter, may by Order prescribe-

(i) thefeesto bepaidfor dog licencesintheir respective
digricts,

(ii) thefeesto be charged for the sei zure of dogs by dog
catchersunder section 10;

(i)  thechargespound keepersare authorised to collect
inrespect of dogsdetained by themin dog pounds:

Provided that unlessand until alicensing authority hasprescribed thefeeto
bepaidfor adog licence, thefeefor each dog shall befivedollarsinthecase
of licencesissued by the Belize City Council and two dollarsand fifty centsin

other cases.

Schedule. (b)  Doglicencesshall beintheformgiveninthe Scheduleand
shdl beissued by thelicensing authority upon payment of the
proper fee.

Register of 5.-(1) Eachlicensingauthority shall keep aseparateregister for eachtown

licences to be showing the name, occupation and place of abode of each personto whom

kept. they issueadog licence and the number of dogs heislicensed to keep by such
licence.
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(2) Registerskept under this section shall be open to inspection by the
publicat al convenient times.

6.-(1) Licensngauthoritiesshal supply freeof cost totheowner of every dog
licensed by them ametd badge, inthisAct called alicensing badge, which shall
be of adistinctive pattern or design for each year.

(2) Forthepurposesof the Criminal Coderelatingto forgery, alicensing
badge shall be deemed to be an official document.

7. If adog licenceor licensing badgeislost or destroyed, the personto
whom it wasissued shall, on making astatutory declaration to that effect and
paying afee of one dollar, be entitled to obtain a certified copy of hisdog
licence or another licensing badge, asthe casemay be, from theauthority which
issued hisdog licence.

8. The production of adog licenceor of acertified copy of adog licence
purporting to be signed on behalf of alicensing authority shall be sufficient
evidencethat thelicencewasduly granted according to itspurport.

0. Every personwho, being licensed under thisAct, after being requested
to produce hisdog licenceby any police officer or person showing an authority
to examinedog licences purporting to besigned on behdf of alicensing authority,
refusesor fails or neglects, without reasonabl e excuse, to produce hisdog
licenceto be examined and read by such police officer or person shal beliable
onsummary convictionto afinenot exceeding fifty dollars.

10.-(1) Whenever adogisseeninatown, on ahighway or inaplaceof public
resortin any of thefollowing cases-

(@ not having acollar with alicensing badgefor the current year
attached thereto; or
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400f 1963.

CAP. 138.

Disposal of dogs
which have been
seized.

(b) appearing to beastray or ownerlessdog; or
(©) being abitch in heat and being neither led nor carried; or

(d) suffering from any contagious disease and not being carried;
or

) suffering from any disease or injury which causespainto the
dog and being neither led nor carried,

that dog may be seized by any police officer or dog catcher and the owner of
thedog shdl in cases(a), (b) and (c) beliableon summary convictionto afine
not exceeding twenty-fivedollars.

Provided that aperson shall not be convicted under paragraph (a) if he
provesthat no licenceisrequired in respect of the dog.

(2) Every dog catcher shdl, whileexercising the powersconferred by this
section, wear adistinctive badge or uniform of apattern approved by the
Miniger.

(3) For purposesof section 39 of the Police Act, adog catcher exercising
the power conferred by thissection and wearing such badgeor uniform specified
insubsection (2) shall be deemed to be apoliceofficer actingintheexecution
of hisduty.

11.-(1) Ifintheopinion of any policeofficer of higher rank than aconstableor
of any Justice of the Peaceor of any person appointed by thelicensing authority
with the approval of the Minister to act for the purposes of thissubsection, a
dog seized under the powers specified in section 10 is suffering from a
contagiousdisease or isin such painthat itishumaneto destroy it, thepolice
officer or dog catcher shdl takethe dog to thedog pound of thetowninwhich
it was seized and the keeper thereof shall destroy it forthwith.
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Dogs [CAP.153 9

(2) Inevery other case, the dog shall betakento and detained in the dog
pound of thetown inwhichit was seized.

12.-(2) If, withinthree daysfrom the seizure of adog detained inadog pound,  Disposal of

any person satisfiesthelicensing authority of thetowninwhichthedogwas dogs detained in
seized that heisthe owner of the dog, and either that nolicenceisrequired for & Pound.
thedog, or that heislicensed to keep adog in that town and doesnot keepin

that town more dogsthan the number heislicensed to keep therein, and paysto

the keeper of the dog pound his authorised charges, and catcher’sfees, the

keeper shall deliver thedog to that person.

(2) Inevery other case, thekeeper of thedog pound shdl, at theexpiration
of three daysfrom the seizure of adog detained in adog pound, either destroy
thedog or dispose of it in such manner asthelicensing authority may direct.

13.-(1) Thelicensing authority for any townmay, fromtimetotimeby Order  Establishment
published inthe Gazette, declare any placeto bethe dog pound for that town  of dog pounds.
and appoint akeeper thereof.

(2) Thekeeper of adog pound shall supply each dog detained by himwith
asufficiency of wholesomefood and water, and may retainfor hisownusehis
authorised charges, but shall pay to thelicensing authority all catcher’sfees
paidtohim.

(3) Theauthorised chargesof thekeeper of adog pound, if not paidby the  Provisionfor
owner of thedog, shall, if the pound was established by theBelize City Council, ~ payment of
be paid out of thegeneral revenueof the Council and shall, inevery other case, ~ Charges.
bepaid out of the City, Town, Village or Community Fund of the City, Town,

Villageor Community Council.

14.-(1) Whenever it appearsto amagistrate on complaint being madetohim  Power of
under the Summary Jurisdiction Acts, that adogisviciousor savage, whether ~ magistrateto

to animalsor human beings, or likely to spread any diseaseor, by reason of its gg:]erofziggc'

habit of persistent barking or for any other reason, isanuisance, themagistrate  cAP 9s.
CAP 99.
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10 CAP.153] Dogs

may order the owner of the dog to keep it under proper control or insucha
manner that it shall not be anuisance, or may order the owner to destroy the

dog.

(2) Every personwho failsto comply with such order shall beliableon
summary conviction to afine not exceeding ten dollarsfor each day or part of
aday during which the order hasnot been complied with.

Provisionfor 15.  Expensesincurred in connection with thisAct shall bepaid, inthe

expenses. caseof theBelize City Council, out of the genera revenue of the Council, and,
inthe caseof any other City, Town, Villageor Community, out of thegenera
revenue of that City, Town, Village or Community.

Disposal of 16.-(1) Money received for dog licencesor licensing badgesissued by the
money received Bdlize City Council, and finesrecovered under thisAct on theinformation of
;iorze';ce”‘m ad  theCoundil, shall form part of the general revenue of the Council.

(2) Money received for dog licencesissued by any licensing authority
other than the Belize City Council, and finesrecovered under thisAct onthe
information of any licensing authority, other than asaforesaid, shall form part
of thegenerd revenueof that licensing authority.

(3) Money received by thelicensing authoritiesfrom the keeper of the
dog pound shdll inthe case of the Belize City Council form part of the general
revenue of the Council, andin the case of any other licensing authority, form
part of the general revenueof that licensing authority.

(4) Nothinginthissection shall prejudicethe power of the Minister to
remitany fine.

Prohibitionon 17.  Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, no owner of adog
alowingdogsto  ghg| permit that dog to beat largein any street or placeof publicresortinany

gg;f 'ggg ' town and any personwho contravenesthissectionisguilty of an offenceand
IS, on summary conviction, liableto afine not exceeding onehundred dollars.
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Dogs [CAP.153 1

18.-(1) Subject to thissection, thelicensing authority of any city or townmay  Poisoning of
place poisoninany street or place of public resortinsuch city or townforthe  dogs found at
purpose of poisoning any dog whichisat largetherein.

2 @

form.

(b)

©

(d)

€

(f)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

The poison used shdl beapreparation of strychninein capsule

Thelicensng authority shall obtain the poisonfromthe
Government pharmacist or from aGovernment officer whoisa
qudified chemist and druggist.

The Government pharmacist or such Government officer shal
keep aspecid register of poisonssupplied under thisAct. He
shdl enter in such register the quantity of poisonin stock and
thedate, quantity and name of the person to whom heissues
the poison. Heshdl issue poison only to the chief executive
officer or other smilar officer of alicensng authority.

Thechief executiveofficer or other smilar officer of alicensing
authority shall keep aregister and shall enter thereinthedate
and quantity of poison received by him and al so the date, quan-
tity and name of the person to whom heissuesthe poison.

Thechief executiveofficer or other smilar officer of alicensing
authority shall issue poison only to apublic healthinspector
who shdl sgntheregister for it.

A public healthinspector and apoliceofficer shal accompany
eachteam of alicensing authority whichisengagedona
poisoning operation. The public healthinspector shall ensure
that-

0] the poisonisnot scattered broadcast but thrown to
individua dogswhichareat largeinany Street or place
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12 CAP. 153] Dogs

of publicresort;

(ii) theoperationisconducted at suchtimesasthe streets
and placesof publicresort arelikely to beunfre-
quented; and

(iii) any poison whichisnot eaten by thedog or dogsto
whichitwasthrownisrecovered.

(s)) Ontheconclusion of the poi soning operation, thepublic hedth
ingpector shal returnal unused or unesten capsulesof poison
tothechief executiveofficer or other smilar officer of the
licensing authority who shdl enter the number so returned and
auitablefor safestoragein hisregister and shal signtheentry
inthe presence of the public health inspector.

(h) Thechief executiveofficer or other smilar officer of alicens-
ing authority shall, inthe presence of the public health ingpec-
tor, destroy by fireany capsuleof poison returnedto himwhich
isunsuitablefor safe storage.

(3)  Nolicensing authority shall incur any civil liability for any dog
destroyed in accordance with thissection.

(4)  Forthepurposesof thissection, “street” includesany highway,
and any road, bridge, lane, mews, footway, square, court, alley, passage,
whether athoroughfare or not and any part of any such highway, road, bridge,
lane, mews, footway, square, court, aley or passage.

Provisions for 19.-(1) The Minister may, whenever it isshown to be expedient to do so, by
preventing the Order inthe Gazette, declare Belize or any district of Belizeto bean area
spread of rabies.

coming under the operation of thissection.

(2) TheMinigter may, in and by such Order, makerulesand regulations,
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Dogs [CAP.153 13

to haveforceand effect in the areaso declared for preventing the spread of the
disease known asrabies, and may fromtimeto timerepeal, alter and amend
any such Order.

(3) Therulesand regulations made under an Order referred to in subsec-
tion (2) may provide, inter alia, for al or any of thefollowing matters-

(@ the appointment, control and dutiesof officerscarrying out the
provisonsof thissection;

(b) themode of destruction of al anima swhose destruction may
be necessary under this section, and the disposition of the
carcasses of animalsso destroyed,;

(© theremoval of any animal from, and their introductioninto,
suchares;

(d) themuzzling, control, detention, isolation or custody of dogsor
other anima swhichit shall not be necessary to destroy;

(e theprohibition or restriction of theremova of dogswithin
Bdize,

generdly for carrying out the provisionsof thissection and preventing the spread
of rabies.

(4) Therulesand regulations made under subsection (3) may providethat
any person contravening any suchruleor regulation shal beliable on summary
conviction to afine not exceeding one hundred dollars or to three months
imprisonment.

(5) For the purposes of thissection, theterm “dog” includes any other
animal subject to the disease known asrabieswhich the Minister may specify
under any rulesand regul ationsissued under thissection.
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SCHEDULE
[Section 4]
CAP 153, The Dogs Act
Dog Licence
(Name, occupation, and place of abode of licensee) having paid the fee of
(state amount) is hereby licensed to keep (number) dog(s) in the town of
(nameof town) until thefirst day of January next.
I ssued by methis(date)
(Sgnature of issuer of licence.)
on behalf of the
(state title of the licensing authority).
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